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Sao Paulo Alpargatas S.A v. Ilan Omer 
 

IL-DRP Panel Decision 
 
 
 

1. The Parties 
 

The Complainant is Sao Paulo Alpargatas S.A, of Sao Paulo, Brazil, represented by Dr. 
Shlomo Cohen & Co., Israel. 
 
The Respondent is Ilan Omer, of New York, United States of America. 

 
2. The Domain Name and Registrar 

 
The disputed domain name <havaianas.co.il> is registered with the Israel Internet 
Association ("ISOC-IL"). 

 
3. Procedural History 

 
The Complaint was filed with ISOC-IL on May 27, 2009.  The Complaint was 
transmitted to the Israeli Dispute Resolution Panel of ISOC-IL ("IL-DRP") under the 
IL-DRP Rules ("Rules"). 
 
On May 31, 2009 the IL-DRP appointed Jonathan Agmon as the sole panelist. 

 
In accordance with the Rules, on June 7, 2009, the Panel transmitted to the Respondent 
by e-mail a copy of the Complaint and attached materials, providing the Respondent 15 
days to respond to the Complaint. The Respondent did not submit a response to the 
Complaint. 

 
4. Factual Background 

 
On June 20, 2004, the disputed domain name was registered by the Respondent.  
  
The Complainant is a manufacturer of clothing, textile and sporting goods, established 
in 1907. 
 
The Complainant's products are sold under the name havaianas, among others. The 
Complainant's best known products are a line of sandals, loafers and casual footwear, 
bearing the name havaianas. 
 
The Complainant has been using the mark havaianas since 1962.  
 
The Complainant is the owner numerous trademark registrations for the mark havaianas 
logo worldwide. For example: U.S. trademark registration No. 1906924 – havaianas 
logo, with the filing date of September 13, 1993; United Arabic Emirates trademark 
registration No. 21108 – havaianas logo, with the filing date of May 20, 1998; Porto 
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5. Parties’ Contentions 
 
A. Complainant 
 
The Complainant argues it is the owner of trademark registrations in Israel for the 
havaianas mark and that the havaianas mark is a famous trademark in Israel and 
worldwide.  
 
The Complainant argues that the havaianas mark has acquired substantial goodwill 
among consumers over the years.    
 
The Complainant further argues that the disputed domain name is a misleading domain 
name, and that it is identical in its main component havaianas to the famous and 
registered trademark of the Complainant. The Complainant further argues that the 
additional suffix ".co.il" is transparent as it is commonly used to denote commercial 
websites registered in Israel.  
 
The Complainant further argues that the Respondent has no rights of any kind to the 
word or name havaianas or to the registered trademark of the Complainant.  
 
The Complainant further argues that the Respondent acts in bad faith, trying to attract 
for commercial gain Internet users by creating a likelihood of confusion with the 
Complainant's well known mark – havaianas  as to the source, sponsorship, affiliation 
or endorsement of its website.  
 
The Complainant also argues that it approached the Respondent via Cease and Desist 
letters, in an attempt to stop the infringement of its rights. However, it did not receive 
any substantial reply.  

 
Finally, the Complainant argued that the Respondent, by his actions, dilutes the 
trademarks belonging to the Complainant; has been unjustly enriched at the expense of 
the Complainant; and misleads the public or the average consumer leading him to 
believe that the Complainant is associated with the disputed domain name. 
 
B. Respondent 
 
The Respondent did not reply to the Complaint.  
 

6. Discussion and Findings 
 

The IL-DRP is an alternative dispute resolution procedure intended to provide 
expedited resolution to disputes regarding the allocation of domain names under the .IL 
ccTLD in accordance with the Rules. The Respondent submitted to this process and 
Rules when he applied for and registered the disputed domain name. The ISOC-IL 
registration rules provide that "the [domain name] holder agrees to the jurisdiction of 
the IL-DRP." (See section 24.4). The Respondent, therefore, by applying for and 
registering the disputed domain name agreed to the IL-DRP and the Rules. 
 
It is also noted that the Rules now adopted by ISOC-IL follow closely those of the 
Uniform Dispute Resolution Policy (UDRP) and therefore the WIPO Arbitration and 
Mediation Center case law (and others interpreting the UDRP) can be used as examples 










